













































































TBIRD GRADE REPORT

As Geoff Garland noted last ycar "what can ence say about a season that
promised s¢ ruch yet preduced so litele?”" Again, third grade fell short
nof their capabilities and turned in & mixture of finc performances
(especially in the fiecld) and dismal displays (especially with the bat).
Our bowlers worked very hard indeced and put us into good positions many
times. However, our batting let us dowm especially on cur home wicket.
There is a need for sur men to realise that batting technique varies
fronn wicket tn wicket,and concentration, determination and a straight
bat are prerequisites for success. ‘The big drive is not on early in

an innings on a slow wicket (especially asainst slow bowling) and the

9

lofted pull is suicide with men on the decp les; boundary.

The fielding was always gocd and seometimes brilliant. Certainly chances
were missed, some of thoem easy, cne or two crucial, but in the main the
spirited fielding gave fine support to our untiring bowlers. It was a
pleasure to see spim bowling’play such a part in cur weckly encounters
and in just about cvery game we bowlad nere cvers at a2 faster rate than
our opposition,

As for the players who formed the team during the year, none was twore
invaluable than Dave Meacher. After a disappointing; start to the season,
his batting was brilliant at times and his fielding again was faultless.
Great cnthusiasm, 4 fine tecam spirit are essential parts of Dave's
character and he well deserved his Captain Morris trophy for the club's
outstanding fielder. His agpregate of 411 with four half centuries at
34.25 must make him a strong contender for second grade next year.

Ian ('¥oisy') Smith precved that concentration and zood technique are
most important requisites and his success in second grade is truly
deserved. He played § innings in thirds and didn't fail once.

Richard ('Dick' or 'Balls') Campbell replaced Smithy as the skipper's

opening partner. His batting was food cnough to merit a place in the
second grade premiership side. With his wicket keeping brilliant at
times, Richard is a certain first sgrader in the years to come, given
that the swall lapses in concentration arce remediced.

Peter Jourdain played some fine inningis and played some shots unworthy

of his ability. EREe nust concentragtce on eliminating these silly shots
and show us his class over a full season. [is fielding was of 2 high
standard at all times and ‘peaked’ in a superb display against Bankstown.

Gracme McBarren who rivals *Smithy' for the "Quiet ifan of the Year"

arard had little luck this year. He bowled cxtremely well in long
spells and beat the bat censistently. Apart fron two rearguard actions
against Petersham and Sydaey University, Graeme's batting was well
short of his ability. HNext year nust be a luckier season for him.

Peter Noble said te our raw young(.) captain beforc the first game of

the season '"Did you know I can bowl as well?" Two days later, he limped

off{ Birchgrove Oval having bowled 18 overs on that Monday and 11 the
previous Saturday and & baf of 10 wickets. That answered his question!
A gocd scason’s achievement with the ball and in the field, and a good
tear man made Peter a mainstay in the team. His batting if far better
than last scason sujgests and Peter should do well next year.
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